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LIBRARY PROGRESS IN 1906. 





The annual reports of libraries for 1906 
show that there are 97 circulating libraries 
in the state against 81 at the close of 1905. 
The number of libraries supported by tax- 
ation has increased fom 61 to 66; the num- 
ber of association libraries from 10 to 20; 
and the 11 subscription libraries remain the 
same in number, as two have been trans- 
ferred to the list of free libraries and two 
others have been added. 

Of these, 42 now occupy buildings of 


their own, Carnegie buildings having been ~ 


completed at Montevideo, Moorhead and Vir- 
ginia. 

Carnegie gifts have been received during 
the year at Montevideo ($10,000), Sauk Cen- 
ter ($1,000 additional), Zumbrota ($5,000), 
and Hamline University ($30,000). 

From our own citizens, $15,000 has been 
given for endowment funds: The bequest 
of $10,000 from Mrs. Sarah A. Murdock to 
the Stillwater Public Library, and the recent 
bequest of $5,000 from Mr. Francis B. Van 
Hoesen to the Alexandria Public Library. 
Both these donors were formerly members 
of the library boards in their respective 
towns, who have thus perpetuated their in- 


terest in the library. Among the many 
gifts for books, the largest is that of $200 to 
the Blue Earth Library from Mr. W. E. C. 
Ross. 

Reports show that over 51,000 volumes 
| have been added to our public iibraries dur- 
| ing 1906, making a total of 518,357 volumes 
in the 97 libraries. 

The total circulation for 1906 in round 
numbers is 1,800,000. 

An extension of reference work is notice- 
able, and increase in the circulation of non- 
fiction,—the direct result of the special 
efforts which have been made to arouse in- 
terest in the more serious classes of litera- 
ture. Winona leads with a non-fiction circu- 
lation of 59 per cent.; Owatonna stands sec- 
ond with 37 per cent.; Mankato and Roches- 
ter follow w‘th 35 and 34 per cent. respec- 
tively; and Hastings, a school library open 
to the public has a non-fiction circulation of 
33% per cent. Thirteen other libraries: 
Duluth, St. Cloud, Monticello, Minneapolis, 
St. Paul, Worthington, Winnebago, Albert 
Lea, Litchfield, Red Wing, Austin, Madison 
and Sandstone have a non-fiction circulation 
of over 20 per cent. 

Thirty-three libraries report Sunday open- 
ing as against 22 in 1905. 

The work with children is constantly re- 
ceiving more attention. All the new build- 
ings have provided separate reading-rooms 
for their use, and the percentage of chil- 
dren’s books circulated in a majority of li- 
braries is more than one-fourth of the entire 
circulation. Story-hours and observance of 
special days have helped to interest the 
children in the best books. 

The extension of library privileges to 
those living in neighboring country com- 








munities is growing in favor. 
were 8 libraries which were free to non- 
residents; the reports of 1906 show that 
19 public libraries charge no fee to people 
living outside the city or village limits. 


The county extension plan has been de- | 


In 1905, there | 


veloped with marked success at Owatonna, | 
| 2,663 single numbers were given to libraries 


Stillwater and Litchfield, all of these libra- 
ries sending out traveling libraries of their 
own to remote parts of the county. Grace- 


ville has made a contract with the board | 
of supervisors of the township of Graceville 


whereby the township pays $100 annually 


toward the support of the library in addition | 


to the tax levy made by the village. 


tablishment of branch libraries in our small- 
er cities. 


opened branch reading-rooms 


Winona and Red Wing have | 
during the | 


past year which have been eminently suc- | 


cessful. Mankato has opened a delivery 


the larger cities, Minneapolis and St. Paul 


indications of growth in the right direction, 
| Success in extending the use of the library 
stimulates to still greater efforts, and our 
librarians will not be satisfied until every 
citizen in the community realizes that the 
| library is for him. 


Through the Commission, 313 volumes ang 


to complete their files of bound magazines 
for the reference room. The majority of 
our libraries set aside each year a fixed sum 
for the binding of magazines, outside of the 
rebinding of books. Several progressive 
libraries, which cannot afford to bind at 
once, are collecting this valuable material 


Another step in advance has been the es- | while it may be had for the asking. This 


is kept in a convenient form for reference 
use in pamphlet cases, or other temporary 
binders. 


In the outlook for the coming year, the 


| weak points must be consid i 
station in the west end of the city. Of | ated es 


are establishing branches and delivery sta- | 
tions wherever the demand is felt and Du- | 


luth is about to open another branch. 
The expenditures of the various libraries 


as given in the statistical tables of the 


biennial report will be studied with interest | 
_ ments providing for the purchase of books, 


by trustees, especially by members of the 
finance committee. The 


items for books, | 


binding and periodicals have been specified, 
and the item “other expenses” includes sal- | 


aries, care of the building and current ex- 
penses. The reason for this tabulation is 
to show the amount which must be spent 
for administration in proportion to the 
amount spent upon books, including binding 
and periodicals. 

Librarians and members of library boards 
have just reason to be proud of the record 
for the year. The great advance which our 
libraries have made in the matter of the, | 
housing of their books, and in the increased 
appropriations called for by the Carnegie 
donations has given enlarged opportunities 
for service, and these opportunities have not 
been neglected. The growth in number of | 
libraries, number of books, and circulation 
is encouraging, although circulation statis- 
tics are by no means the only measure of 
the real work of the library. The increase 
in circulation of non-fiction, the develop- 
ment of work for children, the extension of 
privileges to country communities, and the 
establishment of branch reading-rooms are | 


2 


that the problem which confronts trustees 
may be solved. The actual current expenses 
of the building cannot be curtailed, where- 
fore it is the book-fund and the librarian’s 
salary which suffer. Book-funds are far too 
limited in proportion to the demand of the 
reading public. This problem has _ been 
fortunately met in some libraries by endow- 


leaving the annual appropriation to be de- 
voted to administration, and gifts of sets of 
books, or money for their purchase from in- 
dividuals and clubs have been of inestimable 
value. 

Library salaries are by no means commen- 
surate with the service rendered, and the 
personality and education now required of 
our librarians calls for more adequate com- 


| pensation. The recent bequest of Mr. Francis 


B. Van Hoesen to the Alexandria Library 
shows the appreciation of this need by one 
who was for many years a member of the 
library board. The income of the $5,000 en- 
dowment fund is to be spent at the discretion 
of the trustees, whether for books, salaries 
or current expenses. 

Have trustees or others interested in li- 
braries any solution of this problem to offer? 

To this end the work of the library must 
be kept constantly before the people, not 


| only to appeal to the benevolence of private 
| individuals, but that taxpayers may realize 
| that the library is a paying investment and 


worthy of adequate support. 
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SUMMER SCHOOL. 

The eighth annual session of the Summer 
School for Library Training will be held at 
the Minnesota State University, June 17th to 
July 26th, as a department of the University 
Summer School. The school is open only to 
those hoiding library positions, or under defi- 
nite appointments to such positions; and to 
teachers or students in charge of school li- 
praries. 

The course is intended primarily to assist 
the librarians of small public libraries who 
have already had some experience in their 
own libraries, and is based on the actual re- 


quirements of work in such libraries. Where- 


ever subjects permit, the instruction will be 
supplemented by practice work which will 
be carefully revised; and the aim will be to 
give the foundation principles of technical 
work, with simple methods, and on the in- 
spirational side, to give a broader view of 
the possibilities of the small public library. 

The course will be under the direction of 
the secretary of the Commission, who will 
give the lectures on classification, accession, 
shelf-list and the general organization and 
administration of a library. Mrs. Karen M. 
Jacobson, of the Commission, who is vice- 
director of the school will give the instruc- 
tion in cataloging, book-selection, periodicals 
and binding. 

The reference work will again be in charge 
of Miss Margaret Palmer, librarian of the 
Rochester Public Library, whose course in 
the 1906 school was followed by the students 
with much interest. 

Miss Maud van Buren, librarian of the 
Mankato Public Library will give a week’s 
course in children’s work, with special atten- 
tion to the work with schools and the story- 
hour. 

Binding will be studied from the practical 
side, with demonstrations in the actual pro- 
cesses of binding, mending and cleaning of 
books; and on the artistic side, Miss Edith 
Griffith, of the Handicraft Guild, Minnea- 
polis, will give a lecture on the beginnings 
of the craft, describing the processes and 
showing books in the stages of craft binding. 

Miss Mary Moulton Cheney, principal of 
the Department of Design of the Minneapolis 
School of Fine Arts will give special instruc- 
tion in the lettering of books, labels and 
bulletins. This feature was introduced in 
the 1906 course, and proved of great prac- 
tical value. 

In the afternoon series of lectures given 








before the entire summer school, the library 
department will be represented. The Com- 
mission has been most fortunate in securing 
for this lecture Mr. Henry E. Legler, secre- 
tary of the Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
sion, who will speak on “The library in mod- 
ern education.” 

Other lectures of general interest will be 
given by Mr. C. G. Schulz, Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction on the Refer- 
ence library in the public school; and by 
Miss Gratia Countryman, librarian of the 
Minneapolis Public Library on “Library op- 
portunities.” 

The usual visits will be made to the li- 
braries of St. Paul, Minneapolis and Still- 
water for practical demonstration of the 
methods in use in different kinds of libraries; 
also to the binderies and the publishing 


| house of the H. W. Wilson Company. 


| 














For information regarding registration, 
rooms and board, address the director of the 
school. 


TRAVELING LIBRARIES. 


The Biennial Report to the Legislature 
shows that the total number of volumes in 
the Traveling Library Department is 18,000; 
and that there are 429 applications filed for 
Traveling libraries, 25 for Home libraries, 40 
for the Student’s section and 31 for clubs, 
making a total of 524 applications. Exclu- 
sive of public libraries where the actual 
number of readers was difficult to secure, 
the total number of traveling library readers 
throughout the state is 12,896 with a circu- 
lation of 131,805. There are state Traveling 
libraries in every county in the state with 
the following exceptions: Lake County in 
the northeast corner of the state which has 
a good public library at Two Harbors; Ram- 
sey County which is practically taken care 
of through the St. Paul Public Library in its 
system of branch stations and city traveling 
libraries; and Steele County which has its 
own system of traveling libraries owned and 
operated by the Owatonna Public Library. 

County extension prevails in other than 
Steele County though not in the same man- 
ner. The Stillwater Public Library governs 
the traveling library system in Washington 
County as it owns several of the traveling 
libraries and pays the fees of all the state 
traveling libraries circulated in that county. 
Stillwater keeps in close touch with its pa- 
trons through monthly reports whereby a 








better service is maintained. The Litchfield 
Public Library is the center of traveling 
livrary activity in Meeker County; as yet 
the library has not sent out traveling libra- 
ries of its own but pays the fees for all 
state traveling libraries located in Meeker 
County. Anoka also allows library exten- 
sion to Anoka County readers, but does not 
maintain a traveling library system of its 
own. 





Neither does it pay the fees but An- | 


oka County stations use the state traveling | 


libraries direct from the Commission. 


Almost without exception there has been | 


an increase in the number of traveling lib- 
rary stations in every county. Clay County 
has the largest increase during this biennial 
period; Douglas County, second; Itasca and 
Pine Counties, third. Itasca County has the 
largest number or traveling iibrary stations 
in the state, 13; Clay County has 12; Fari- 
bault County, 11; Douglas and Pine 10; Polk, 
Redwood, St. Louis and Wright have 9. 

The marked success which this report 
shows is due to the librarians of the various 
traveling library stations who alone make 
it possible to develop such an immense 
system. Their care of the books, and the 
accuracy in keeping the statistics of borrow- 
ers and circulation is really remarkable 
since their service is entirely voluntary and 
without remun ration. Indeed, there are 
many instances where the librarians them- 
selves pay the fees for the traveling library 
as well as the fines for injured books. 


One of the best indications that the travel- | 


ing library is fulfilling its purpose is the 
frequent request for additional non-fiction 
sent from traveling library stations. As 
this privilege is a recent one, it may not be 
generally known that in addition to the non- 
fiction sent with the fixed traveling library, 
patrons may ask of the local librarian any 
volume of non-fiction. The local librarian 
forwards this request to the Commission 
and the books are sent without expense to 


the patron. 


WOMEN’S CLUBS. 
At the conference of committees preced- 
ing the Midwinter Breakfast of the Minne- 
sota Federation of Women’s Clubs, held in 
Minneapolis, January 26th, the Commission 
in behalf of the Federation Library Com- 
mittee made the following suggestions: 
{1) That once a year every club in the 
state give space on the program to local 








library matters. Printed material on library 
conditions can be obtained at any time by 
writing to the Commission, The Biennia] 
Report of the Commission just issued wil] 
be sent to the secretaries of all Federateq 
Clubs in the state and as many more ag 
can be reached. It is requested that the 
following articles be read before each club: 
(1) The report of its own town; (2) Clear. 
ing-house for periodicals, page 13; (3) Study 
club libraries, page 71. 

(2) Clearing-house for periodicals: Ags 
the time of spring house-cleaning approach- 
es let each club woman dispose of her ae. 
cumulation of unbound magazines. Use the 
local library as a store room and when the 
librarian has taken what she needs for the 
use of the local library, send the balance to 
the Commission who will pay the freight. 
See article “Magazines Wanted” in this bul- 
letin, page 5. 

(3) Study club libraries: Annual an- 
nouncement. The traveling libraries for 
the use of study clubs are loaned to any 
club in the state on the receipt of an ap- 


| plication signed by the officers of the club 





and the fee of $1.00. The club pays the 
transportation charges both ways and is re- 
sponsible for the safe return of the books. 
On the receipt of application and fee a 
typewritten outline is sent for the use of the 
program committee which shows (1) the 
scope of the subject and the basis on which 
the books are selected and (2) the list of 
books. The libraries are not sent out till 
August, but may be kept till the following 
June. 

Libraries may be reserved two years in 
advance if request is accompanied by appli- 
cation and fee. 

Following is the list of study club libra 
ries for 1907-8. If one particularly desired 
is reserved, or not listed, clubs are request 
ed to correspond with the Commission: 


Art, History of 
American art (Reserved) 


American literature (Reserved) 
American Revolution 
Austria 


China (Reserved) 

Current events 

Colonial history 

Drama, History of (Reserved) 
Egypt 

England, Description & travel (Reserved) 
English history pt. I 

English history pt. II fomaensen 
English literature pt. 

English literature pt. iW (Reserved) 
English painting 

French history. 

French and Spanish painting. 













, oh. | =— A 
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ench travel 

Anon Flemish & Dutch painting (Re- 
served) 

Germany 

Greece (Reserved) 

Holland (Reserved) 

*Home science 

Italian painting 

Italy, Description & travel (Reserved) 


Japan 
Mexico 
Norway and Sweden 


Russia 

Scotland (Reserved) 

Shakespeare (Reserved) 

Sir Walter Scott and his work 

United States history (Reserved) 
United States travel; West (Reserved) 
United States travel; East (Reserved) 


*A library on Home science based on the 
outlines of Mrs. Margaret J. Blair will be 
made up if the demand warrants it. 


MAGAZINES WANTED. 


The Commission has for some time been 
trying to fill the following orders all of 
which are from Minnesota libraries and are 
to complete files of bound magazines for the 
reference room. It is hoped that this notice 
will bring an immediate response. If any 
one has the magazines listed but feels that 
he cannot donate them, correspondence with 
the Commission may bring a satisfactory 
issue. 

All 1906 magazines are urgently needed 
for reference work. 

Annals of the American Academy, vols 1 to 20 


WEOOR. oir cessecvecvereecsesses 23 to date 
meenitectural Record... ...cscccccsces 1 to il 
MEE BOTIELY 66 00 6 scsce cs baewewe 1 to 88 
MIEN. 9d 6-6 8 a-64- bce $5.0 0 0.8 O.o0e 1 to 12; 18; 19 
Century, (known as Scribner’s Mo.. 1 to 22 
26a 0 6&5 10:b\6 04-4, 579: Aten aca ae obi 3; 2 
ES 1 to 4; 30 to 40 
Contemporary Review ............. 1 to 78 
PE eee 1 to 14 
I 05G. o.cts Ser 4d Haas awe Bh ae 1 te ¢ 
NT a1 ase 9b sain, it sacha Goin: as ds Mca Bese 1 to 35 
RS sia are ahaa & ba Gr sible k ol ee 1 to 3 
Melectic Magazine ........cccce> 1 to 9; 13; 16 
Educational Review ............... to 15 
MEER TROVIGW onic ck ccc csiccece 192; 198 
Fortnightly Review (old series).... 1 to 72 
Sco s tbc aak besa ee aes S 1 to 36 
Good Housekeeping ................ 1 to 31 


Harper’s Monthly....86; 90; 92; 94; 99 to113 


SEO WVOGEIY 2.2.0 cccccsscees 1 to 41; 99 
a syed: Sn nag alesis @ 1 to 53 
International Studio ...........s.. 4 te 9; a2 
Kindergarten Magazine ............ to 3 
Kindergarten Review .............. a 7 


: at 
SMMEETY SOGTAAL 2. 65. .5 6 0 seedn 1 to 18; 23; 26 
Littell’s Living Age No’s. 1 to 235; 2164 to 2589 


McClure’s Magazine ........... vols. 1lto 9 
Magazine of Amer. history............cee0. 1 
Missionary Review (new series, 1888)...... 1 
aS ay aaa ale eileen hy 185 to 10 
a Risin Gard sic xin aioe aoa 5; 16; 22 
Nation ee ee a ee ee ee 1 to 79 
National Geographic Magazine....... 423 23 
New England Magazine ........... 15; 19; 27 
Nineteenth Century..............6.. 1 to 46 
North American Review............ 1 to 167 
eae Ciara vaca clin 42) dtp. eos mad -ass tase 1 to 43 
NN a Sig Sees dh ds Kila esd 6 O'S & Tate HOE 1 to 60 
Popular Science Monthly............ 1 to 55 
Psychological Review ...........0: 1to 5 
TE MPU. gx 5. oin 6. 0 000-0'c'c0a dees 5 


1 to 5; § 
PUUNC OPINION . «4... o.<0.0.0.0:06 1 to 13; 16 to 19 
Meview of FReviews..........000+ z < 

St. Nicholas...... 














EE, TOE 65686 taken ertedseennenminel 


Science (new series) 1 to 

ScientifiCc American ............... 1 to 81; 90 
Scientific American Supplement ..... 61; 62 
Scribner’s Magazine ..........+eeee8 1 to 23 
WOrIES WOFK 2c cccccccccscsccecseene 1 to 13 


THE LIBRARY OF THE MINNESOTA HIS.- 
TORICAL SOCIETY. 


The aid of librarians and others interest- 
ed in our state history is asked by the Li- 
brary Committee of the Minnesota Histori- 
cal Society for collecting manuscript narra- 
tives, diaries, and letters of pioneers and 
promoters in the development of Minnesota, 
to be deposited in the Library of this So- 
ciety. These original documents will be in 
future years of inestimable value to students 
and authors. They should therefore be 
gathered and indexed, as is being done by 
this Society in the fireproof New Capitol. 
Visitors there are invited to use its large 
reference library, now numbering more than 
85,000 titles. Its newspaper department 
has nearly 7,500 bound volumes of Minne- 
sota newspapers, including continuous files 
through all the history of the territory and 
state. 


BOOKS FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE. 


The success of the clearing-house for per- 
fodicals has been so great that the Com- 
mission has underiaken to operate a clear- 
ing-house for the exchange of duplicate 
volumes. Librarians are asked to send to 
the Commission lists of books which they 


| have for sale or exchange, also lists of books 


wanted. The lists will be published in the 
bulletin from time to time, and a complete 
list of books available may be obtained 


| from the Commission upon request. 





This plan was instituted two years ago, 
but so far only the larger libraries have 
taken advantage of it. It was undertaken 
more particularly for the benefit of the 
smaller libraries, who have not made use of 
the plan, perhaps because the librarians do 
not have the ordering of books. Librarians 
are urged to check the lists carefully with 
their shelf-lists, and present these special 
opportunities to the immediate attention of 
the book committee. 

The following have recently been listed 
with the Commission. Where prices are 
not given, correspond with the Commission. 


OLOQUET PUBLIC LIBRARY, H. Louise Lowe. 
Encyclopedia Brittanica, 9th ed. 25 v. 1897. 

















MANKATO PUBLIC LIBRARY, Maud van Buren. 




















oS a 3 
Vailima letters, 2 v. (New)........ 1.60 





Anderson—Norse mythology............. $1.75 
Bacheller—Darrell of the blessed isles... .30 
Balfour—Life of Stevenson, 2 v.......... 3.50 
Beard—What a girl can make and do.. 1.00 
Brady—Doctor of philosophy............ 15 
Brownell—Victorian prose writers....... .75 
Burt—Literary landmarks............... .30 
CRT OITOIOR nik kas csccccs .40 
Devereux—Up the sands of gold......... .10 
Devine—Principles of relief............. 1.00 
TN oso 5. 40.6 6:6i0 04 wea 60d mee -75 
Eggleston—Pocahontas .............e00. .50 
Follette—Speaker of the House of Rep.. 1.00 
Fowler—lIsabel Carnaby................. .20 
Fox and Thomas—Mechanical drawing... .50 
Gaye—Great world’s farm............... .60 
Gilette—Road construction.............. .10 
Goodwin—Sir Christopher .............. 15 
Gramt—-Under Current... ...ccccsccccses 15 
Hadley—Railroad transportation........ -40 
Hart—Era of colonization............... 1.40 
Haweis—Chaucer for children........... 50 
Hawthorne—Dolliver romance........... 15 
Hickson—Fauna of the deep sea......... .50 
Hodges—When the King came.......... 75 
Hough—Mississippi bubble.............. .10 
Iles—Flame, electricity and the camera.. 1.00 
Janvier—Passing of Thomas............ 15 
Kester—Manager of the B. & A......... 15 
ek Sere .15 
Lorimer—Old Gorgon Graham.............30 
Lucas—Animals of the past............. 1.00 
EE | 6 care dada ee 0s aieew sd cu'sie -15 
Macaulay—History of England, 5 v....... 1.50 
Macdonald—Sir Gibbie .................. .05 
NS ETOP CCT CC Cte .50 
Merriam—Barlasch of the guard....... 40 
acetate Sieg S646 SS we ok SRE oe OES .10 
Miller—Funny friends.................. .40 
Morris—Defence of Guenevere .......... 1.00 
Mowbray—Journey to nature............ .25 
Making of a country home........ 15 
Nicholls—Bayou Triste.................. .40 
ES EEE TT eT eC TTT eT Tere 40 
Overton—Anne Carmel..............206: 15 
SUCRE OS GRMBMNEE?. 2 occ cc cece cee .20 
Pemberton—Doctor Xavier.............. 20 | 
Phelps—Within the gates.............6.6.. -50 
Reinsch—World politics ................ -60 
Seawell—Fortunes of Fifi............... .15 
Sedgwick—Paths of judgment........... .20 
Serao—Conquest of Rome............-.:. 15 | 
Smith—Thoughts on Daniel............. 1.00 
Spahr—America’s working people....... .70 | 
Stevenson—Amateur emigrant........... 40 | 
EEE och ee Se ORES ROAM OE RED .40 
eS TN io: eted Grid b ied he Oe ow ewe ee .05 
ee SEE ncn ceased adascsescoucees 10 
—— Essays and criticisms............ 25 
— Familiar studies.................. .50 
axummms BISIGMG VOVRRC. 2. oc cc ccc ccc ccccens .30 
annus ~ BMGCOTS, 2 CW. CHOW) sccccrccvcvcses 3.50 
—— Memories and portraits............ .30 





Virginibus puerisque.............. .50 





po EE ss ee .30 
Thackeray—Roundabout papers......... .26 | 
in a Ear rrr ae 25 
PRAVOPMSII——TNE WED. occ ccc cvccccsececee .10 
Villari—tItalian life in town & country... .50 
Weed—Nature biographies ..........-.. -75 
Wolf—Heirs of yesterday.............-- -05 
Review of Reviews, v. 5, 9, 16, 25, 28, 
(bound in half leather) each...... 1.00 
Beribner’s Magazine, v. 13, 20 and 25 
(bound in half leather) each...... 1.00 


NORTHFIELD, CARLETON COLLEGE, E. J. Gladstone. 





Gardiner—Bible as English literature. .$1.25 
Knight—Half-hours with authors 3v.. 1.50 
Who’s who in America. 1906-7.......... 3.00 
Wilson—Rise of slavery, 3 v............ 2.50 


REDWOOD FALLS PUBLIC LIBRARY, E. J. Conner. 


1851. 


Creasy—Fifteen decisive battles. 
1898. 


Field—Story of Atlantic telegraph. 
Lodge—Daniel Webster. 1887. 





Munger—On the threshold. 1889. 
Minnesota in the Civil and Indian wars, 2 y 
V. 1 is out of print and scarce, and should 
be in the local history collection of 
every Minnesota library. 
V. 2 contains official reports and corres. 
pondence. 


Books Wanted. 


ROCHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY, M. Palmer. 
History of Winona and Olmsted Counties. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The A. L. A. conference of 1907 will be 
held at Asheville, N. C. May 23-29. At the 
general sessions, two topics will be consid. 
ered: (1) Library work in the South, and 
(2) The use of books. Meetings of the 
various sections and affiliated organizations 
will be held for consideration of their spe. 
cial problems. 

No definite announcements have yet been 
made regarding travel arrangements, but it 
is probable that a party will be formed to 
accommodate those going from Chicago and 
the Middle West. After the conference, 
there will be an opportunity to visit some 
of the mountain resorts near Asheville, in- 
cluding the beautiful Toxaway country, this 
trip to cover several days and to be person- 
ally conducted. Those returning by way of 
the East will stop over a day or two at the 
Jamestown Exposition and at Richmond. 

All who are planning to attend are re 
quested to notify the secretary of the Com- 
mission, that they may join the Minnesota 
party. 

In the March number of the A. L. A. Bul- 
letin, Mr. Melvil Dewey makes a strong plea 
for an increase in membership of the A. L. 
A. He points out the fact that after thirty 
years of existence, the A. L. A. should have 
10,000 members instead of 2,000. Minnesota 
has but 24 members in the association, which 
is by no means an adequate representation 
in proportion to our library interests. Each 
member receives the full proceedings of the 
annual conference, and the new bi-monthly 
bulletin, which promises to be a publication 
of much interest and value. Aside from 
these actual returns, every librarian should 
show his loyalty to his profession by identi- 
fying himself with the national organization 
for its advancement. 

If librarians cannot join as individuals, let 
them urge their library boards to join as in- 
stitutions. The annual dues are $2.00 for 
individuals and $5.00 for institutions. AD 
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entrance fee of $1.00 must be paid by indi- 
viduals upon joining or rejoining if member- 
ship has lapsed. Applications for member- 
ship and remittances for dues may be made 
to the American Library Association, 34 
Newbury St., Boston. 

Lake Minnetonka Conference. A concert- 
ed effort is being made by the libraries and 
Commercial Clubs of the Twin Cities, to hold 
the national conference of the American Li- 
prary Association at Lake Minnetonka in 
1908. This effort is supported by all li- 
prarians in the West and Middle West, as 
the location of the two cities at the terminus 
of all main lines extending east, west and 
south, makes them easily accessible te many 
localities which have never yet had the ad- 
vantage of a national library meeting. 

The conference will be of inestimable 
benefit to all Minnesota libraries, and the 
invitation will have much greater weight if 


backed by an increased membership from 
the entire state, and a large delegation at 
the Asheville Conference. 


LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS. 


A midwinter conference of library com- 
mission workers was held at the office of the 
Library Bureau, Chicago, January 3 and 4. 

The most important topic considered was 
the program for the League sessions at the 
Asheville conference. The League will be 
represented on the general program by an 
address on the larger scope of commission 
work; and will also hold two section meet- 
ings with round table discussions of prob- 
lems peculiar to commission work. 

Miss Mary E. Hazeltine, preceptor of the 
Wisconsin Library School, submitted a re- 
port for the publication committee of the 
League: 


The pamphlet on small library buildings | 


compiled by Miss Cornelia Marvin of the 
Oregon Commission is nearly ready for pub- 
lication. The list of children’s books in 
preparation by the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh will be adopted by the League 
for state use. 

The Wisconsin Commission reports pro- 
éress in the compilation of the lists in the 
German, Norwegian and Polish languages. 
Mr. Henry EB. Legler, secretary of the Wis- 
consin Commission, was requested to pre- 
pare a series of business records, adapted 
for the use of small libraries. 

Mr. Chalmers Hadley, secretary of the 
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Indiana Commission, was asked to secure 
suitable material for newspaper use in push- 
ing library campaigns and in urging better 
support for libraries. 

Miss Alice S. Tyler, secretary of the Iowa 
Commission, will co-operate with the editor 
of Public Libraries in preparing reading 
lists tor library workers. 

A list of books in the Hungarian language 
is being compiled by Miss Maud Campbell, 
librarian of the Passaic (N. J.) Public Li- 
brary, for the New Jersey Library Commis- 
sion. 

Miss Mary W. Plummer, director of Pratt 
Institute Library School has in preparation 
& list of Italian books. 

Miss Clara F. Baldwin, secretary of the 
Minnesota Commission, will secure and edit 
the material for the second edition of the 
Year-book of Library Commissions. The 
Minnesota Commission will also furnish a 
list of Swedish books recommended to small 
libraries. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The seventeenth annual meeting of the 
Wisconsin Library Association was held at 
La Crosse, February 21-22, 1907. The fol- 
lowing were some of the subjects under dis- 
Successes and failures in library 
buildings, a round table conducted by Miss 
Katharine I. MacDonald of the Wisconsin 
Commission. The housing of books, an illus- 
trated lecture by Mr. G. B. Ferry, architect, 
Milwaukee. Mr. Henry L. Ward, director of 
the Public Museum, Milwaukee, gave a com- 
prehensive study of The library and the 
museum. The library and the school was 
considered by Mr. H. C. Buell in the presi- 
dent’s address, and presented by Mr. L. D. 
Harvey, superintendent of schools, Menomo- 
nie, Wis. Better support for libraries was 
discussed from the standpoint of the public, 
the trustee, the librarian and the commis- 
sion. 

At the final session, a rare treat was given 
in the delightfully informal talk on The mak- 
ing of a modern magazine, by Prof. Shailer 
Mathews of the University of Chicago, edi- 
tor of The World Today. 

The meeting of the association was per- 
vaded by the spirit of hospitality and good- 
fellowship, always characteristic of our Wis- 
consin neighbor. 

Since La Crosse is located near the bor- 
ders of Illinois, Iowa and Minnesota, an 








effort was made to have librarians from the 

four states represented on the program. 
From Illinois, Miss Renee B. Stern, Ex- 

Library Supervisor, Chicago Telephone Co., 


read a paper on The library and the working | 


girl. 


Rapids, gave “Some impressions of foreign 
libraries” in a charming manner; and Miss 
Miriam E. Carey, librarian of State Institu- 
tions in Iowa, presented an interesting ac- 
count of her work in the libraries of the 
hospitals, state schools and prisons. 

Minnesota librarians were represented by 
by Miss Margaret Palmer, of the Rochester 
Public Library, who read a paper on Some 
collateral phases of library activity; and 
by Miss Clara F. Baldwin, of the Commis- 
sion, who spoke on Better support for libra- 
ries from the standpoint of the Commission. 
Minnesota was further represented by Mrs. 
Karen M. Jacobson, of the Commission; 
Miss Arabel Martin, of the Red Wing Public 
Library; Miss Mary Grant, of the Winona 
Normal; Mr. H. W. Wilson, of the H. W. 
Wilson Publishing Co., Minneapolis; and 
Mr. H. O. Williams, of the Waldorf Bindery, 
St. Paul. 


MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The executive committee of the M. L. A 
has accepted the invitation of the Twin City 
Library Club for the 1907 meeting, to be held 
in St. Paul the last week in September. 

The general plan of the program will in- 


Miss Harriet A. Wood, librarian, Cedar meeting of the Twin City Library Club at 


| the State University. 





clude the interests of every kind of library | 
in the state—public, educational, institution | 


and traveling libraries. 


Additional sessions | 


will be devoted to the interests of the trus- | 
| dent because of his retirement from active 


tee, and to the library from the outsider’s 
point of view. 


to the various libraries in the two cities and | 
the program will be so arranged that the | 


visits will not conflict with the sessions. 
The following library boards are now 
members of the association in accordance 
with the amendment to the constitution 
passed at the Austin meeting: Austin, 


Blue Earth, Mankato, Minneapolis, Roches- 
ter, Sleepy Eye, Spring Valley and the Minn- 
esota Public Library Commission. 

In the interests of the September meeting, 
since membership entitles each member of 
the board to a vote, it is desirable that more 


trustees join the association, and librarians 
are urged to present the matter at the next 
meeting of the board. 


TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB. 
Forty members attended the December 





After the supper 
which was served at the Varsity Lunch 
Room, Prof. Albert R. Jenks entertained the 
Club in the lecture room of the Chemistry 
building with an illustrated lecture on The 
races and tribes of the Philippine Islands. 
The Club was especially appreciative as 
Prof. Jenks was formerly head of the Bureau 
of Ethnology of the Fuilippines, and has 
made extensive studies at first hand of the 
various Philippine peoples. The remainder 
of the evening was spent in visiting the 
University library. 

The annual meeting of the Twin City 
Library Club occurred Tuesday evening, 
February 5, at the tea room of Field-Schlick 
& Company under the auspices of the Minne- 
sota Library Commission. 

Dr. Folwell, president of the club presided 
in his usual gracious manner. Mr. John E. 
King, state librarian, presented the report 
of the nominating committee as follows: 

President, Miss Gratia Countryman, libra- 
rian, Minneapolis Public Library; Vice-Pres- 
ident, Mr. Warren Upham, secretary, Minne- 
sota Historical Society; Secretary-Treasur- 
er, Miss Clara F. Baldwin, Minnesota Public 
Library Commission. 

Executive Committee: Mrs. Katherine M. 
Beals, reference librarian, St. Paul Public 
Library; Mr. James Thayer Gerould, libra- 
rian, University of Minnesota. 

Dr. Folwell declined a re-election as presi- 


library work, which was a source of regret. 


A feature of the meeting will be the visits | As the senior member of the library profes- 


sion in the two cities, his services to the 
club during the first year of its organization 
have been of inestimable value. 

Among the distinguished. guests of the 
Commission were Lieutenant-Governor and 


| Mrs. A. O. Eberhart, members of the library 





committees of the Senate and House, and 
members of Public Library Boards through- 
out the state who are in the present Legis- 
lature. 

Lieut. Gov. Eberhart, as the guest of 
honor was first introduced by Dr. Folwell. 
In speaking of the relation of the state to 
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library extension, he emphasized the im- 
portance of the free public library as a part 
of the state system of education, and main- 
tained that it was the duty of the state 
to foster and encourage the growth of 
libraries by liberal appropriations. 

An outline of the work of the Library 
Commission was presented by Miss Gratia 
Countryman, to whose untiring efforts the 
establishment of the Commission is largely 


due. 
The importance of the proposed Legisla- 


tive Reference Department, was urged by 
Representative B. H. Timberlake of Minne- 
apolis and Senator George H. Sullivan of 
Stillwater. 

Senator Victor L. Johnson, chairman of 
the Library Committee of the Senate whose 
subject was Library extension in the coun- 
try, gave a strong argument for the spread 
of good literature as an agency in increas- 
ing the economic value of citizens, by en- 
larging the horizon and arousing the ambi- 
tion of young people. 

A toast to the Twin City Library Club 
was given by Mrs. Katherine M. Beals, Ref- 
erence Librarian of the St. Paul Public 
Library. 

The last meeting of the Twin City Library 
Club for the season of 1906-7 was held in 
Minneapolis, April 1st. Supper was served 
at Dayton’s Tea Rooms, after which the 
club adjourned to the private art gallery 
of Mr. T. B. Walker, president of the Minne- 
apolis Library Board, at whose invitation 
the club enjoyed this pleasure. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walker made the visit de- 
lightful by their comments on the pictures 
and anecdotes connected with their acqui- 
sition. The new landscape room which con- 
tains many of the most valued treasures of 
the collection was opened on this evening 
for the first time. 

The club members present will without 
doubt accept the cordial invitation of their 
hosts to “come again,” as the many works 
of art here displayed offer a large opportun- 
ity for further study. 

This gallery is always open to the public, 
and librarians from outside the cities will 
be glad to avail themselves of the privilege 
of visiting this rare collection when in Minn- 
eapolis. 


AIDS TO LIBRARIANS. 
Commission publications. The fourth bien- 
nial report of the Commission has recently 








been issued, and copies have been sent to 
librarians of public and traveling libraries, 
library trustees, and secretaries of women’s 
clubs throughout the state. 

The Commission desires to have all its 
reports and publications on file in every li- 
brary, and requests that a pamphlet case 
be provided to preserve them. 

A. L. A. Book-list. The title-page and in- 
dex for volumes 1-2 of the A. L. A. Book-list 
has now been issued, and every library in . 
the state is urged to have this valuable pub- 
lication bound at once to form a permanent 
supplement to the A. L. A. catalog. 

A. L. A. Bulletin. The first number of the 
Bulletin of the American Library Association 
appeared in January, 1907. Its main pur- 
pose, as stated in the introduction, by Mr. 


| W. C. Lane, Chairman of the A. L. A. Pub- 











lishing Board, is to serve as a means of com- 
munication with the members of the associa- 
tion, to keep them informed as to the action 
of the council, the publications and plans of 
the Publishing Board, to announce meetings 
of the association and arrangements for 
them. 

The Bulletin will be sent to every member 
of the A. L. A. free of charge, taking the 
place of the A. L. A. Book-list in that respect, 
which will no longer be sent to members 
from the Publishing Board; though Minne- 
sota libraries will rec ive them through 
their Commission as formerly. 

Graded Lists for Schools. The Free Pub- 
lic Library of East Orange, New Jersey, has 
issued five lists of books for children of the 
4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades. These lists 
have been selected and annotated by Miss 
Bertha Selina Wildman, of the Madison (N. 
J.) Public Library, who has tested and re- 
vised the lists, and finds them as they now 
stand, adapted to the children of the grades 
indicated. The Commission has obtained a 
number of the lists, and a copy of each will 
be sent to each library in the state. 

Dayton Library Manual. The Public Li- 
brary of Dayton, Ohio, has recently pub- 
lished a Library manual, containing a select- 
ed and graded list of 600 of the best books 
for children to be found in the Dayton Public 
Library, together with a list of stories to 
be told to children under 12 years of age, 
accompanied by a reference list of story 
books used. This admirable list will be a 
very useful tool to all librarians who are 
doing special work with schools and in help- 











ing teachers and parents in selecting books 
for children. The list may be obtained for 
10 cents, postpaid, by addressing the Public 
Library, Dayton, Ohio. 

Audubon Society Leaflets. The Minneso- 
ta Audubon Society has for free distribution 
a supply of leaflets which will be of much 
value in preparing programs for Bird Day. 
Librarians may obtain this material by ad- 
dressing Mr. J. W. Taylor, President, Minne- 
sota Audubon Society, 206 Globe Building, 
St. Paul. 

Goop Cards. The H. W. Wilson Co., 
Minneapolis, has issued a very attractive 
card, containing Miss Hewins’ verse on The 
Library Goops, illustrated, and printed in 
red and black. The price of the small size, 
44%4x4¥% inches, suitable for book-marks, is 
$3.00 per 1,000 or 35c. per 100, post-paid. 
The larger poster, 121%4x18 inches, hand col- 
ored, is 25c. Librarians will find these a 
most effective means of teaching children 
better care of books. 

Out-of-print Publications. The following 
publications which have been sent out by 
the Commission, are now out of print, and 
any librarians who have duplicate numbers 
on hand are requested to send them to the 
Commission, as extra copies which are not 











needed in one library may supply the miss- | 


ing numbers in another so that all may be 
able to complete their files. 


A. L. A. Book-List. 
¥. 1. na. 1 & 3; 3. 
V. 2. no. 1; 2. 
ot ek BS S. 
A. L. A. Bulletin on Book-buying. 


No. 1, 2, 10, 12 to 15, 23 to 26. 
Library Notes and News, No. 6, Feb. 1906. 


LECTURE ON THE MINNESOTA CAPITOL. 


An illustrated lecture on the Architecture 
and Decoration of the Minnesota Capitol has 
been prepared by Miss Julie Gauthier, teach- 
er of drawing in the St. Paul Central High 
School. 

The Thursday Club of St. Paul has under- 
taken the business management for Miss 
Gauthier, and the fifty-two slides together 
with the typewritten lecture will be loaned 
to clubs or library boards for $7.00 and ex- 
press charges. 
to have Miss Gauthier deliver the lecture 
in person for $25 and expenses. For de- 
tailed information address Mrs. O. J. Rey- 
nolds, 598 Lincoln Ave., St. Paul. 


Arrangements may be made | 
| for 1906-7 amounted to $200. 





The Commission takes pleasure in recom. 
mending this lecture to the consideration 


of library boards who are planning entertain. 


ment courses for the coming year, and it is 
possible that clubs and libraries may unite 
so that a circuit may be arranged which 
would lessen the transportation charges. 


NEWS OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES, 


Aitkin.—At the annual meeting of the li- 
brary board, $300 was set aside for the 
purchase of books. Additional shelving has 
been built to receive this accession, which 
will include some reference books and books 
of travel. “s 

Dr. C. Graves presented the library with 
a valuable set of books, and a set of Stod- 
dard’s Lectures was purchased by the North 
Side Study Club with the proceeds from the 
library ball given last year. 


Akeley.—Mr. Fletcher L. Walker has do- 
nated $200 to the Akeley Public Library 
for purchase of books 

Albert Lea.—A new steel book stack has 
been added to the bookroom. The question 
of opening the library every day in the week 
has been taken under consideration by the 
board, but lack of funds appears to prevent 
this action at present. 


Alexandria.—The late Francis B. Van 
Hoesen left a bequest of $5,000 to the Alex- 
andria Public Library to be used as an 
endowment fund. Mr. Van Hoesen has been 
for many years a member of the library 
board and has made no restriction as to the 
use of the money but leaves the income to 
be spent as may be deemed best by the mem- 
bers of the board. This is the third instance 
in our state of a devoted library trustee thus 
perpetuating his interest in the library. 

Anoka.—The walls of the public library 
have recently been tinted, which adds much 
to the attractiveness of the interior. 


Austin.—The public library will hereafter 
be open on Saturday mornings for the bene- 
fit of the Normal students. The library will 
also be open for readers on Sunday after- 
noon. Mrs. Mary Shumway, a teacher in 


| the public schools, will be in charge. 





The net proceeds of the lecture course 


Belgrade.—By means of a play given at 
Belgrade and New London, the library asso 
ciation has raised $65 for purchase of books. 
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Bemidjii—The library, which has been 
maintained by the Ladies’ Library Associa- 
tion for three years, has been turned over to 
the city. According to the provisions of the 
city charter, a library board of five members 
has been appointed, and the council will 
levy an annual tax for the support of the 
library. 

Benson.—A committee has been appointed 
to secure members for the library associa- 
tion at a fee of $1.00 per year. About $75 
was raised by the young men of Benson by 
paseball games last summer. This sum, to- 
gether with the amount raised by member- 
ship fees will be used for the first purchase 
of books for the permanent library. 

Blue Earth.—Mr. W. E. C. Ross, the donor 
of the library building, presented $200 to 


the library on the anniversary of its dedi- | 


cation. 

Buffalo.— Through the joint efforts of the 
Women’s Clubs, a library association was 
organized in November last. In addition 
to 200 memberships at 50 cents each, $100 
was raised by entertainments. The associ- 
ation rented a room, the furniture, shelving, 
papering and painting of which was donated. 





The library was organized by the secretary | 


of the Commission and opened the first of 
February with about 300 books on the 
shelves, including many valuable donations. 

At the recent spring election, the library 
question was carried by a good majority, 
and a bequest of $35 from the late George 
Davis will now be available. 


Cannon Falls.—The books belonging to 
the library association, 200 in number, have 
been removed to the “Beacon” office, where 
they are kept in connection with the travel- 
ing library. 

Duluth.—The Duluth Public Library is try- 
ing the experiment of loaning books on Sun- 
day, between the hours of 2 and 6 P.M. The 
reading rooms are open until 10 P.M. So 
far the experiment has not shown that there 
was a demand for this additional privilege, 
as but few books have been issued on this 
day, although the reading rooms have a 
large Sunday patronage. 

A collection of paintings by Mr. Robert 
Koehler of Minneapolis was on exhibition 
at the library during December. One of the 
pictures, After a Hard Day’s Work, was pur- 
chased by the Saturday Club and presented 
to the library. 

Miss Alice G. Gaylord, Western Reserve 





Library School, 06, has been appointed as 
an assistant. 


Excelsior.— Mrs. William Wheeler has 
maintained a reading-room for the young 
people, during the winter months. About 
40 magazines, in addition to newspapers are 
on the tables. In the same building Mr. 
George B. Gould maintains a private circulat- 
ing library, containing about 2,000 volumes 
of late fiction and miscellaneous books of 
general interest. The late books are loaned 
for 10 cents each per week and other books 
for 5 cents each. 

Fairmont.— The collection of mounted 
photographs of early and Renaissance Italian 
painters, sent out by the State Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, was on exhibition at the 
library in February, and proved a great 
attraction. 

Longfellow’s birthday was observed with 
appropriate exercises. The rooms were 
decorated with portraits of Longfellow and 
pictures of his home and surroundings as 
well as some of the characters of his poems. 
Rev. Mr. Budlong gave an interesting talk 
on the life of Longfellow, and read selec- 
tions from his poems. About 100 school 
children were present. 

Possibly owing to these special attractions, 
as well as to a recent accession of new 
books, the circulation for February amount- 
ed to 1,036, which is the largest in the his- 


| tory of the library. 


Fergus Falis.—The annual exhibit of the 


State Art Society was held at the library 
| March 2-10. 


| home talent play. In 
| Theodore Aune has donated the back room 


Fulda.—The Free Library has been re- 
moved to a room in the village hall, where 
it will be open every Saturday afternoon and 
evening. The council provides the room 
and furnishes light and heat, and the ladies 
of the Reading Club will give their services 
as librarians. 

Glenwood.—The Commercial Club is push- 
ing the matter of obtaining a Carnegie li- 


| brary for Glenwood. At a mass meeting 


held early in February, the project was dis- 
cussed and a large majority were in favor 
of the plan. Over $100 has been raised for 
the first purchase of books by means of a 
the meantime, Mr. 


of his bank to house the state traveling li- 
braries which have been borrowed to in- 
crease interest in library matters. Mrs. H. 
L. Ronning acts as librarian. 











Grand Rapids.—The club room in the base- | 
ment of the library building has recently 
been furnished with comfortable chairs and 
tables, and presents a very homelike appear- 
ance. The library has just completed its 
first year in the new building. During this 
time the number of volumes has increased 
from 148 to 1,465, and the patronage has 
kept steady pace with the growth of the 
institution. 

Hibbing.—The library board which was | 
appointed a year ago, has recently been re- 
organized, and at a joint meeting of the vil- 
lage council and the board, a site for the 
proposed Carnegie building was agreed up- 
on. It is hoped that matters may be pushed 
so that Mr. Carnegie’s offer of $15,000 may 
be accepted at once, and that the building 
may be erected during the coming summer. 

Janesville—The annual dance for the 
benefit of the library took place February 
8th, with the usual successful results. The 
net proceeds were $150, which will be de- 
voted to the purchase of books. 

A building has recently been secured 
by Mr. J. M. Gordon in the interests of the 
village. The village will cventually take 
the property to be converted into a library 
and rest room. | 

Kimball.—A local talent entertainment | 
was given for the benefit of the library the | 
latter part of January. 








Leroy.—The public library has been or- 
ganized by the Commission and opened Jan- | 
uary 12. The ladies of the association | 
were successful in obtaining subscriptions 
to provide for current expenses, so that the | 
$500 already reported in the treasury will be | 
spent for books. Nearly 200 books were re- 
ceived from a book shower and magazines 
for the reading table have been donated. | 
The ladies of the club will give their serv- | 
ices as librarians. The library is open on | 
two afternoons and evenings each week and | 
is free to all in the community. | 

Lindstrom.—The library which has for a 
number of years been maintained as a sub- 
scription library, was opened as a public 
library January 5. The council has made 
a small appropriation to start the work, and 
money has been raised by voluntary sub- 
scriptions to provide for current expenses. 
The library contains over 700 volumes, in- 
cluding the valuable bequest of 300 books 
from Mr. C. C. Capron. The library was 
organized by the Commission and traveling | 


12 





libraries have been loaned to help supply 
the demand for new books. 


Luverne.—The traveling art gallery of the 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs obtained 
by the Tourist Club was on exhibition at 
the library for several days during the lat. 
ter part of December. 

The privileges of the library have here. 
tofore been confined to residents of Luverne, 
but at the January meeting of the board, it 
was decided to allow non-residents to use 
the library upon payment of an annual fee 
of $1.00. 


Mankato.—A collection of books suitable 
for Christmas gifts to children was exhibited 
in the library in December. An exhibit of 
drawings from the grades and manual train. 
ing from the High School was greatly ap- 
preciated and was the means of bringing 
many parents to the library for the first time. 

The Christmas exercises of the Union 
School were held in the auditorium of the 
library and these also attracted many new 
visitors. 

Printed invitations have been distributed 
among the employees of factories, mills, ho- 
tels, stores and other places of business, 
with very satisfactory results. To supply 
the needs of these new patrons, some of the 
latest books on electricity, engineering and 


mechanics have been purchased. 


The free lectures which have been given 
in the auditorium of the library have had an 
attendance far beyond the capacity of the 
room. The first of these was given by Mr. 
L. P. Hunt on Alaska, making a special 
feature of the salmon fisheries. Mrs. Hunt 
followed with a talk on Alaskan Indian 
basketry, illustrated by a fine collection of 
baskets. Mrs. J. H. James gave the second 
lecture in the course on Mexico and the 
third was a stereopticon lecture on A sum: 
mer in Italy, by Miss Blaisdell. As so many 


| people were turned away for lack of room 
| Miss Blaisdell gave another lecture the fol- 


lowing week on The Rhine and Rhine coun- 
tries. 

The annual report of the library for 1906 
has been printed in neat pamphlet form, and 
any librarian in the state who has not re 


| eeived a copy may obtain one by applying 


to Miss van Buren. The report is full of 
suggestions. 


Mankato Normal School.—The new wing, 


| specially planned for the us~ of the library, 


has been completed at a cost of $15,000. 
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ghelving with a capacity of 20,000 volumes 
is built around the walls under the high 
windows, and the floor space provides for 
150 readers. The Juvenile department is 
so arranged that children can exchange 
pooks without entering the main library. 
Mapleton.—About $50 was raised by a box 
social given for the benefit of the library in 
December. The boxes were sold at auction, 
and to add to the interest, the business men 
offered prizes to the ladies whose boxes sold 
for the highest price. A literary and mu- 
sical entertainment preceded the auction. 


Montevideo.—The Tuesday Study Club se- 
cured the collection of photographs of paint- 
ings by Italian artists which is loaned by the 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs. These 
were exhibited at the library for one week 
in January. 

Moorhead.—The first annual report of the 
library, covering the first six months of its 
existence, is most encouraging. Special at- 
tention has been given to the work with 
children and students. Visits have been 
made to the various grades in the different 
public school buildings to interest the chil- 
dren in the library. Lists of interesting 
books for each grade have been prepared 
and left with the teachers for the children’s 
use. In the older grades, short talks have 
been given upon the classification of books 
in the library, and upon simple reference 
work, with encouraging results. Special 
privileges have been granted to teachers to 
aid them in preparing work upon special 
topics for their grades. 

The library was open on both Washing- 
ton’s and Lincoln’s birthdays, and special 
attention was paid to the day. 


New UIm.—At the March meeting of the 
city council, a delegation of citizens was 
present to urge the establishment of a pub- 
lic library. While some members of the 
council are in favor of the plan, others hold 
that the matter should be submitted to popu- 
lar vote. Correspondence has been opened 
with Mr. Andrew Carnegie, and members of 
the Women’s Clubs will ascertain how large 
asum can be raised for a site. 

North Mankato.—A meeting of citizens 
was held on January 18th, to discuss the ad- 
visability of organizing a North Mankato Li- 
brary Association. Miss van Buren of the 
Mankato Public Library gave an address on 
The value of a library to a community, and 
a general discussion followed. An associa- 











tion was organized, a board of directors 
elected and a committee appointed to solicit 
subscriptions. At a later meeting the com- 
mittee reported that nearly $200 had been 
raised. A room in the school will serve as 
the first home of the library and all the 
money raised will be expended in books. 
150 books from the state traveling library 
have already been received and are in circu- 
lation. The library will be open on Satur- 
day afternoon and evening in charge of Mrs. 
L. J. Wilcox, librarian. 


Ortonville-——Miss Carolyn Wells has re- 
signed her position as librarian, and Miss 
Mary Karn has been elected to succeed her. 

Osakis.—A mass meeting was held in the 
opera house on the evening of February 
12th, to discuss among other matters of im- 
portance to the village, the establishment of 
a public library. The secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission was present and gave an 
address on the benefits of a public library, 
followed by short talks from a number of 
citizens, all of whom spoke in favor of the 
library. 

At the election in March, the library propo- 
sition lacked 35 votes of the necessary two- 
thirds majority, owing to the fact that the 
contest on the license question became in- 
volved with the library matter. 


Pipestone.—Mrs. Adelaide Wharton, who 
has been librarian since the establishment 
of the library, has resigned her position on 
account of her removal to Everett, Washing- 
ton. Mrs. M. I. Gilson, formerly a member 
of the board has been elected to succeed her. 


Plainview.—The public library was organ- 
ized by the Commission in December, and 
opened with about 260 books on the shelves. 
It is located in a room adjoining the tele- 
phone office, and the telephone operator 
serves as librarian. Owing to this fortunate 
situation, it is possible to have the reading 
room open daily from 8 A. M. to 9 P. M., 
while books may be exchanged between the 
hours of 10 and 11 ‘A. M. and 4 and 5 P. M. 

The tax levy voted by the council last 
spring is now available, also the income of a 
bequest of $1,000, left to the village by Mr. 
John C. Stratton a number of years ago. 

Red Wing.—The Children’s Library Club 
assisted in the Christmas preparations at the 
library. There was a Christmas tree in the 
Children’s Room from which every one draw- 
ing a book received a favor. On Longfel- 
low’s birthday over 100 children gathered in 





the lecture-room, where Miss Ruth Kellogg 
gave an interesting talk about the life and 
writings of the poet. 


During the month of February the libra- | 


rian met the seniors and juniors of the High 
School at the library and explained the ar- 
rangement of books on the shelves, the use 
of the card catalog, and the nature of the 
general reference books and periodical in- 
dexes. The interest which the students are 


taking in doing independent research work | 


is most gratifying. 

For two months, beginning the last of 
February, there will be exhibited in the li- 
brary the pictures of two famous artists and 
four of the most noted paintings of each. 
Notes telling the story of the picture or the 
life of the artist will be attached to each 
picture. 
hibited for a month. At the end of two 
months, a selection of four or five pictures 
will be made from the ones exhibited during 
the previous months. 
pictures and the notes will be removed and 
the boy or girl who can write the most about 
the pictures wili be given a prize. The con- 
test is open to children in the fourth to sixth 
grades. 

The work at the West End Reading Room 
is growing. There are now 300 books on the 
shelves in addition to the state traveling li- 
brary which has been borrowed for the spe- 
cial use of this station. Through the gener- 


osity of Mrs. E. H. Blodgett, a number of | 


magazines have been added to the list of 
those on the reading tables. 


Redwood Falls.—The net proceeds of the | 


lecture course for 1906-7 given for the bene- 
fit of the library amounted to $115. 
Rochester. 
ple’s meetings held in the Universalist 
Church, Miss Margaret Palmer, the librarian 
of Rochester, read a paper on The library, 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Miss Palm- 
er presented a scholarly summing up of the 
library movement from its origin down to 
the present time, and mentioned the work of 


state library commissions as one of the most | 
important features in the modern develop- | 


ment of public libraries. 

A collection of photographic reproductions 
of famous Italian art works was on exhibi- 
tion at the library for a week during the 
month of February. 

A new rack for magazines has been built 
in the reading-room. 

St. Cloud.—_The men’s reading-room in the 





One artist and his work will be ex- | 


The names of the | 


At the first of a series of peo- | 
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basement was re-opened in January and will 
| remain open for the rest of the winter, in 
| charge of an attendant engaged by the 
Ladies Reading-Room Society. The atteng. 
| ance is Hmited to men over 18 years of age, 
Smoking is permitted and checkers and 
chess provided. About 70 young men and 
boys were present on February 7th to listen 
to a practical talk given by Dr. C. B. Lewig 
on Resuscitation after drowning. 


St. Paul.—Libraries of 25 volumes haye 
been placed in each of the fire stations, 
These will remain about two months in a 
| Station when they will be exchanged on the 
| traveling library plan. 

At the January meeting of the board it was 

| decided to purchase 2,500 volumes to be cir. 

culated through the schools. The books will 

consist of supplementary reading in connec. 

tion with the studies of the pupils, and also 

| carefully selected books for general reading. 

The principal of each school will be in 
charge of the library. 

A general increase in the salaries of the 
staff was made the first of the year. 


St. Peter.—Elaborate preparations are be- 
| ing made for a minstrel show, which will 
be given by local amateur artists for the 
benefit of the public library. 


Sauk Center.—The additional gift of $1,000 
received from Mr. Andrew Carnegie has been 
used to finish the interior of the building. 
The walls have been decorated, and steel 
shelving, a new charging desk and electric 
| chandeliers have been added. 


Spring Valley—The Up-to-date Club re- 
cently presented $5.00 to the public library 
for the purchase of books. 


Staples—A novel way of increasing the 
membership of the library association has 
proved very successful. At a meeting held 
the first of December, it was decided to di- 
| vide the members into two groups, each 
group to try to get as many new members as 
| possible. The group which obtained the few- 
est members by February 7th, gave a coffee 
on the 14th to the other group and the pub- 
| lic. In this way 220 members were added to 
the society, and the membership fees of 50 
cents together with the proceeds of the 
coffee gives a fund of $128.50 for the pur- 
chase of books. Best of all, a great deal of 
interest in the library has been aroused. 


Stillwater.—Longfellow’s birthday was cel- 
ebrated at the library with a special program 
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for children over 12 years of age, Mr. L. H. 
Beeler, principal of the High School gave a 
talk on Longfellow, and many pictures of in- 
terest in relation to the poet or his works 
were displayed. 

Mrs. Harriet Jenks, a member of the 
poard, has presented $50 to be expended for 
reference books. Mrs. W. G. Bronson, Jr., 
has donated 50 books of good fiction to be 
used in the Washington County traveling 
libraries. 





Two Harbors.—The first annual report of | 
the library since it has occupied rooms in 
the city hall shows that the circulation ex- | 
ceeded that of the previous year by over | 


2,000. More than 600 books have been added 
to the library. 

This library has suffered a great loss in 
the recent death of Mr. James Coggswell, 
who has been a member of the library board 
since its organization. For eight years Mr. 
Coggswell kept the library in his office, and 
served as librarian at a nominal sum. 


Tyler—A reading-room has been opened, 
provided with the best magazines and a good 
collection of books. The village council ap- 
propriated $30 to the association for current 
expenses. The room is op n from 7 to 11 
every evening during the week, and on Sun- 
day from 2 to 5 p. m. 


Wabasha.—The Ladies’ Library Associa- 
tion has decided to issue membership cards 
at $1.00 per year, and is making a special 
effort to increase its membership. The asso- 
ciation was organized in 1871, and has ac- 
cumulated a library of 3,500 books. The li- 
brary is open one afternoon and one evening 
each week. 


Wadena.—The proceeds of the annual 
home talent play amounted to about $100. 
It was decided to spend $50 for new books, 
and this addition will make it necessary to 
procure more shelving. 


Walker.—The library which was formerly 
located in the office of Mr. Daniel DeLury 
has been removed to the telephone office, 
where Miss Edna Spencer serves as libra- 
rian. New books have been purchased with 
the money raised by means of a dance last 
winter; the village council has provided 
book-cases and will pay the salary of the 
librarian. 

A gift of 170 volumes of children’s books 
has been received from Mrs. T. B. Walker 
of Minneapolis. 








Wells.—The Current Events Club secured 
the loan of the Traveling Art Gallery of the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, con- 
sisting of original paintings by well-known 
artists, Japanese prints and signed etchings. 
These were on exhibition at the library dur- 
ing January and brought many visitors. 

The library board is planning an entertain- 
ment for the benefit of the library to be 
given some time in April. 

Wheaton.—Correspondence has been open- 
ed by a few interested citizens relative to 
securing a Carnegie library for the village. 


Willmar.—A story-hour for children under 
the 5th grade was held at the library Christ- 
mas week. 


Windom.—Prof. Maria L. Sanford of the 
State University gave a lecture on February 
2nd under the auspices of the Tourist Club. 
About $25 was realized for the benefit of 
the library. 


Zumbrota.—Late in November, an offer of 
$5,000 for a library building was received 
from Mr. Andrew Carnegie. Ata mass meet- 
ing held in February, the offer was accepted, 
and it was the sense of the meeting that 
the village should erect the basement and 
foundation of the building in which provi- 


| sion should be made for a rest room. The 


matter of the site was left to the council 
and the library board, and at a joint meet- 
ing of these two bodies, it was decided to 
use the corner lot, adjoining the village hall, 
which is already the property of the village. 


Personal Notes. 


Miss Sabra L. Nason, formerly librarian 
of Carleton College, who attended the Uni- 


| versity of Illinois Library School in 1905-6, 


is now assistant in the University of Illinois 
Library. 

Miss Janet H. Nunn, Minnesota Summer 
School, 1904, New York State Library 
School, 1905-6, has been appointed librarian 
of the Carnegie Public Library at Kalispell, 
Montana. 

Miss Julia Rupp, formerly librarian of the 
Rochester (Minn.) Public Library, Pratt In- 
stitute Library School, 1906, has been e- 
lected librarian of the Carnegie Library at 
Oil City, Pa. 

Word has just been received that Miss 
Margaret Palmer, Pratt Institute, 1905, and 
now librarian at Rochester has been elected 
to fill the larger position of librarian at 
Superior, Wisconsin. The Superior library 





contains more than 16,000 volumes and is 
housed in a $50,000 Carnegie building; is 
well organized and has 16 distributing cen- 
ters in schools and stores in the city. 
Though her patrons at Rochester and her 
many library friends throughout the state 
will appreciate Superior’s good fortune in 
s curing Miss Palmer; and will congratulate 
Miss Palmer on the splendid opportunities 
this larger field affords; yet they will feel, 
with the Commission, that Miss Palmer’s 





departure from Minnesota will be a distinct 
loss to the library work in our state, not 
only at Rochester, but in the annual state 
associations and in the Summer School of 
Library Training. 

We are glad to state, however, that Miss 
Palmer’s election will not interfere with her 
giving the lectures on Reférence work in the 
Summer School of this year as given in the 
Summer Schoo] announcement in another 
column of this number. 








